THE RUSSIAN  TREATY

Labour Government Jived long enough to do it. The ' drafts '
were discussed in Parliament before the adjournment for the
Recess. So anxious was the Government that the fullest
. publicity should be given to the negotiations that the Govern-
ment took the unprecedented step of submitting the Treaties to
Parliament before they were signed.

Except for an introductory oration, MacDonald took no
part whatever in the negotiations, but left them in the very
capable hands of Mr. Arthur (now Lord) Ponsonby, at that
time Under-Secret ary of State for Foreign Affairs. The nego-
tiations raised matters of extraordinary difficulty, and they
were conducted throughout by Mr. Ponsonby with a skill,
patience, and tact that was beyond all praise.
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